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AnswerSectionAandonequestionfromSectionB

Questionno1

SectionA

1.Thesinglepersonhouseholdsareoutpacingthegrowthofmostother

householdtypesinmodernindustrialsocieties.Thisisindeedoneofthe

mostdramaticpostwarchangesinBritain.Therearemorethan605

millionpeoplewholiveontheirown–threetimesasmanyas40yearsago

and29%ofhouseholdscomprisedjustonepersonin2005.Theincreasein

elderlysingle-personhouseholdsismainlyduetolongerlifeexpectancy.

Therehasbeensidebysideacorrespondingincreaseintheyoungsingle

personhouseholdsStatisticsshowthattherehasbeenanincreasefrom

6%to15%singlepersonhouseholdsfrom1971to2005.Sociologistshave

providedseveralexplanationsfortheriseinsinglepersonhousehold.

However,youngpeopleadmittedthedifficultyofbeingsingleinaworld

wheremostpeopleoftheirageweremarriedandsufferedfromisolation

andloneliness.Ingeneralmostfoundthe“pressuretomarrygreater

thantheincentivetoremainsingle”.(Giddens1997)

a)Whatismeantbythetermsinglepersonhousehold?
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b)Describetwoexamplesofhouseholdunitsthatarenotbasedon



cohabitation
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c)Explainthereasonsfortheriseinsinglehouseholdsinmodern

industrialsocieties.
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d)Assesstheviewthattheincreaseincohabitationisathreattothe

institutionofmarriageandfamily.

[11]

SectionB:Chooseonequestion

2..Assesstheviewthattheconjugalrelationshipischaracterizedby

equalityinthesymmetricalfamily
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3.Evaluatetheclaimthatthepositionofthechildreninmodernfamilyhas

changeddrasticallyinmodernindustrialsocieties

[25]


